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ICE DAM PREVENTION: GO THERMAL
What Frost Melt Patterns Can Tell You About Your Home

CASE STUDY #12Ice Dam Removal Company

Frosty areas indicate 
good ventilation and 
insulation. (Good news)

Area suffering from  
massive heat loss.

More sketchy 
insulation jobs.

Areas without frost tell us 
that heat is escaping into 
the roof cavity. (Bad news)

Infrared imaging  
confirms what Jack 
Frost already told us.

At their most fundamental level, ice dams are the 
result of the interaction of heat loss and snow on 
your roof.  An experienced Ice Dam Company Ther-
mographer can use photos like these in conjunction 
with infrared imaging to see the weak points in 
your home’s thermal envelope.  If you have a mo-
ment on the next frosty morning, take a few photos 
of your roof from a few angles before the sun hits 
it.  Those photos may end up saving you time and 
money if you are hoping to fix the root cause of ice 
dams and home heating inefficiencies. Of course, 
ice dam prevention involves more than a simple in-
sulation job, but understanding the basics through 
frost pattern analysis, thermal imaging and a good 
site inspection is a great place to start. 
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